[Recurrent arterial thromboembolism in hereditary hypoplasminogenaemia].
A 26-year-old man sustained a wasp bite 5 years ago which caused arterial embolism to the right brachial artery. Now he again had a wasp bite with allergic reaction and an arterial embolus to the left brachial artery. 2 days later, after embolectomy and heparinisation, he had a cerebrovascular accident due to an embolus to the left internal carotid artery. 15 days later, despite oral anticoagulation (Quick value 10%), he had an embolism to the left femoral artery. The source of the emboli was found by echocardiography to be a spherical floating thrombus on the aortic valve. The plasminogen level was only 45-61%. His mother and sister also had a low plasminogen level, i.e. he had congenital plasminogen deficiency. At surgery, when the thrombus had been removed, a slit-like defect was found on one of the aortic leaflets and covered with a pericardial patch. At first heparin then phenprocoumon were administered, plus 250 mg ticlopidine twice daily. There have been no further complications. As the patient's fibrinolysis activity was normal, additional, probably allergic, factors must have been present to disturb the equilibrium between thrombogenesis and fibrinolysis thus causing thrombosis at a predisposed site.